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Since  last ð and an intro to this issue 

 
Since the last newsletter we have organized our final conference έ9b/!ttнлмсΥ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 
bŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ !ƭƎŀƭ ŀƴŘ tƭŀƴǘ tƘƻǘƻǎȅƴǘƘŜǎƛǎέ ŀǘ Malta together with AccliPhot -
another Marie Curie ITN. In the following pages ESR Martina Angeleri describes how it is feels 
from a fellows point of view to arrange such a big event. Furthermore, the fellows from 
PHOTO.COMM and AccliPhot arranged and hosted Young Algaeneers Symposium 2016 
(YAS2016) prior to ENCAPP2016. Read all about YAS2016 in the article by ER Tiago Guerra.  
 
A great, great thanks is directed to AccliPhot for all your work, high level of enthusiasm and 
fantastic company at Malta!  
 
This will be our last newsletter, since we are sadly getting close to the end of the project, 
which officially ends ultimo September 2016. This also means our fellows are now starting to 
hand in their PhD thesis and busy defending them and looking for possibilites hereafter. In the 
following ESR Julie Zedler tells about writing up her thesis and defending it and gives good 
advice for other fellows who are getting close to handing in. Make sure you also read the story 
from ER Doreen Heerd, who has finished her employment in PHOTO.COMM and now has an 
interesting and challenging job in Germany.  
 
We wish all our fellows good luck both handing in and defending and with their future life and 
careers, which will be very exiting to follow. Thank you all for a great time! 
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The PHOTO.COMM consortium at ENCAPP2016, Malta. 



Our final conference ENCAPP2016, Malta 26-29 April 2016 

 
Our final conference έ9b/!ttнлмсΥ European Networks Conference on Algal and Plant 
tƘƻǘƻǎȅƴǘƘŜǎƛǎέ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ collaboration with the ITN AccliPhot and took place 26-29 
April 2016 in Malta. The conference was a really great succes with around 130 participants 
from all over the world, which was clearly seen via a  
map where people pinned their hometowns. As a  
few examples we had participants from Saudi Arabia,  
Iran, Pakistan, Malaysia, Japan, and China ς mixed  
with our fellows who themselves originate from 5  
different continents! 
 
The fellows from PHOTO.COMM and AccliPhot were  
engaged in all parts of organizing it ς from making  
the program, creating a website, selecting and  
inviting speakers, chairing session and arranging poster sessions, getting sponsors, keeping the 
budget, arranging dinners and social events and creating a fantastic enthusiastic atmosphere. 
On the following pages you can read how it feel like to organize such a large event from one of 
our fellows point of view.  
 
See the program here: http://encapp2016.eu/home/  
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ENCAPP2016 Backstage 
ORGANISING A CONFERENCE FROM THE ESRs POINT OF VIEW. 

 
   
 
  Written by ESR Martina Angeleri  
  University of Turku, Finland 
 
Being PHOTO.COMM Marie Curie ESR fellows offers great opportunity for learning and 
personal growth; beside the high-level international courses, we have been involved in a 
variety of dissemination activities. PHOTO.COMM ESRs have been organizing and taking part in 
outreach activities as a single or in small groups; the ENCAPP (European Networks Conference 
on Algal and Plant Photosynthesis) conference was instead organized with the involvement of 
all the fellows. In reality, in this occasion 2 ITNs (PHOTO.COMM and Accliphot), with a total of 
30 fellows, combined their energies for the organization of an international meeting.  
The enthusiasm was so strong that a group of fellows decided to organize an ENCAPP side 
meeting: YAS16 (Young Algaeneers Symposium 2016) 
 
Organizing ENCAPP was a great experience and at the same time a challenge for us. The first 
issues raised already in the beginning: when and where to organize the conference? Many 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘΣ ōǳǘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ά!ǇǊƛƭέ ŀƴŘ άaŀƭǘŀέ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ 
combination. The next step was the most important and challenging: how to organize an 
interesting program, giving at the same time visibility to the organizing committee as well as to 
selected speakers and include also invited speakers? (Continued on the next page) 
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ENCAPP2016 Backstage 
 
(continued from previous page) 
The result was a 4 days conference, structured in 10 sessions covering topics from basic 
photosynthetic research to biotechnological applications, from modeling to industrial 
cultivations. We organized also 3 poster sessions running in parallel to the industrial 
exhibitions, a carrier session for the younger attendees and a social dinner. 
Finally, about 130 scientist joined ENCAPP, including 9 international invited speakers; all 
together we had 55 talks and 43 posters. 
 
The main feature of ENCAPP was the multidisciplinary approach that the organizer themselves 
brought to the conference and that was reflected by the attendees.  
The scientific information was anyway only a part of the knowledge the organizer gained from 
ENCAPP. From the organization, we learned to be flexible and ready for collaborations, to work 
hard on new ideas, being ready to twist them according to the suggestions coming from 
others. We also learned the importance of having a variegated organizing committee, with 
different background and experience, giving a personal contribution in shaping a unique final 
program. In fact, the conference had a very good feedback from the participants, being 
successful with its aims.  
 
It was a great experience that we would be happy to repeat! 
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Group photo from ENCAPP2016, Malta. 


